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PRIMARY SOURCES

An Act to amend and supplement the Federal-Aid Road Act approved July 11, 1916, to authorize appropriations for continuing the construction of highways; to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 to provide additional revenue from the taxes on motor fuel, tires and trucks and buses; and for other purposes; June 29, 1956; Enrolled Acts and Resolutions of Congress, 1789-1996; General Records of the United States Government; Record Group 11; National Archives; “National Interstate and Defense Highways Act (1956),” Our Documents.  2010.  National History Day, National Archives and Records Administration, and USA Freedom Corps.  2 Mar 2010. http://www.ourdocuments.gov/document_data/pdf/doc_088.pdf and http://www.ourdocuments.gov/document_data/pdf/doc_088b.pdf. 
The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 authorized funding for construction of the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways, now known as the Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways.  This Act is popularly known as the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 1956.  The law describes how the construction of the interstate will be funded.
 “Autobahns,” German Architecture, Top Ten Nazi Architecture.  Tom Fletcher’s Essential Architecture.  16 May 2010.  http://www.german-architecture.info/GERMANY/TEN/TEN-NS-12.htm.  

This photo demonstrates military use of the Autobahn in Germany during World War II when Eisenhower was Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces.  It helps to show the efficiency of the Autobahn which inspired Eisenhower to envision the Interstate System in the U.S.

Bureau of Public Roads.  “Interregional Highways.”  General location of national system of interstate highways, including all additional routes at urban areas designated in September, 1955.  October 1, 2005.  Roadfan.com.  7 Mar 2010.
http://www.roadfan.com/47usint.jpg  

Also known as the "Yellow Book", because of its yellow book cover, this was the original proposed plan for the Interstate system.  Eisenhower was ignorant of most of its contents; he once was cursing traffic in D.C. when someone explained that it was due to construction of the Interstate Highway.  He had no idea he had signed into law a highway that would cut through the nation’s capital.

 “City Train Strike,” In Berlin…  Tillin Tillan.  23 Jan 2010.  
http://tillinberlin.net/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/s-bahn-city-trains.jpg 
This is a picture that shows a transit system in Berlin, Germany.  The Interstate is probably one reason why the United States didn’t go with a mass transit system as in Europe.  The photo shows what the U.S. transportation system may have looked like if we had considered trains as a solution to mass transit in 1956.
Cox, Wendell & Love, Jean.  The Best Investment a Nation Ever Made:  A Tribute to The Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense Highways.  American Highway Users Alliance, 1996.

This booklet tries to quantify the costs and benefits of the Interstate Highway System.  It contains numerous charts analyzing market shares, costs, injury rates, economic gains and losses.  I include this as a primary source because I used two of the authors’ tables on the website.  Even though the booklet was written in 1996, it is the best attempt to take on the difficult task of quantifying the benefits and costs of the Interstate System.
Crunkleton, Christopher.  “Interstate Highway Signs.”  (Photograph.)  Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia.  2 Oct 2009.

These Interstate signs are examples of signs familiar to almost every American.
Crunkleton, Christopher.  “Statue of Dwight D. Eisenhower.”  (Photograph.)  Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia.  2 Oct 2009.

This statue of President Eisenhower is located at the beginning of Eisenhower Avenue in Alexandria.  As a U.S. President, Eisenhower had the vision to build the Interstate Highway System.
Eisenhower, Dwight D.  Mandate for Change,  1953-1956.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1963.

The President wrote memoirs which included thoughts on the Interstate Highway System.  It shows how much he valued the Interstate.   His thoughts are still relevant today and show what a visionary he was.
Eisenhower, Dwight D.  “State of Union, 1956.” Speech.  1956 State of Union Address.  House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.  5 Jan. 1956.   AMDOCS:  Documents for the Study of American History.  February 10, 2010.  Kansas Heritage Group.  8 Apr 2010.        http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/texts/dde1956.htm. 
The President requested in his State of the Union address that Congress approve the Federal-Aid Highway Act so that the Interstate could be built quickly and not in a “piecemeal” fashion.
“Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956:  Creating the Interstate System.”  National Atlas of the United States.  September 17, 2009.  United States Department of the Interior.  7 Mar 2010.

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/articles/transportation/a_highway.html#three 

The article discusses Eisenhower’s signing of the Interstate Highway Act while in the hospital.  It is interesting that Eisenhower signed the Act while at Walter Reed Hospital in Bethesda.
“Interstate Highway Construction,”  Iowa Pathways.  2010.  Iowa Public Television.  16 May 2010.   http://www.iptv.org/iowapathways/artifact_detail.cfm?aid=a_000233&oid=ob_000298.  

I used this photo to show an example of how the interstate was constructed.  The photo helped show me how passage of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 caused a construction boom.
“The 1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy.” Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Library and Museum and National Archives and Records Administration.  16 May 2010.
  http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/digital_documents/1919Convoy/1919documents.html 

I used this photo of the motor convoy traveling in Wyoming to show the terrible conditions of the roads at that time.  The picture proved to me that the interstate system was necessary to help make the roads more passable.
 “Online Atlas.” OnlineAtlas.us.  2009.  OnlineAtlas.us, a division of Zeducorp.  18 Nov 2009. 

http://www.onlineatlas.us/highway-map.gif.
This map of the interstate highway system shows how vast the network of roads lies across the continental U.S.
“President Eisenhower signs H.R. 8127.”  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Library and Museum and National Archives and Records Administration.  7 Mar 2010.

http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/digital_documents/InterstateHighways/InterstateHighwaysdocuments.html 

This photo shows President Eisenhower signing into law in 1954 an Act authorizing increased funds for a national highway system.  Ironically, there are no photos of Eisenhower signing the Act which he worked so hard to have made into law:  the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 1956 which authorized the construction of the Interstate Highway System.  It happens that Congress passed that Act on June 26, 1956; meanwhile, Eisenhower was at Walter Reed Hospital recovering from an intestinal ailment.   Eisenhower and his supporters did not want photos of him signing the Act because he was running for reelection and they did not want him to appear to the public to be sickly.  He signed the Act on Saturday, June 29, 1956, without ceremony or fanfare.

“Recovery.Delaware.Gov.” State of Delaware.  Delaware Department of Transportation, 23 Jan 2010.
http://www.deldot.gov/information/projects/recovery/pages/ncc_guardrails/guardrails.jpg 

This picture shows the safety features of the Interstate, including guard rails, a clear zone, curves, ramps, and road signs.  The Interstate has saved countless lives with its many safety features.
Shindelbower, Eric. “Food Sign”, Chick-fil-A Inc. 1998.  Eric Shindelbower.  23 Jan 2010.
http://www.thecross-photo.com/images/Exit-312-I-75-North.jpg.
This image gives an example of an interchange on the Interstate with familiar national chain businesses, like McDonald’s, Chic-fil-A, or Ihop.

“Tenther Activists Add to the Federal Highway System to List of Programs to Kill.” Think Progress.  Think Progress.org. January 2, 2010

http://thinkprogress.org/2009/08/27/tenther-highway.
This is a picture on the Introduction page of the website showing a complex interchange of the Interstate.  It shows how the Interstate can transport many cars.  The photo helped me understand how vast the Interstate is and demonstrates how reliant we are on the Interstate.
 “Transport.” Nanoforum.Org European Nanotechnology Gateway.  Ed. Mark Morrison.  Nanoforum.Org.  January 23, 2010

http://www.nanoforum.org/educationtree/Images/car-pollution2.jpg.
This image shows the harmful effects of the Interstate; in this case, car pollution.

“Troops Moving on an Interstate Highway,”  Roundtable:  Power to the People.  University of Virginia.  16 May 2010.
http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/ViewingAmerica/roundtables/roundtable7/section3.html 
This photo shows .

Weingroff, Richard.  Personal Interview.  25 Nov 2009.

Mr. Weingroff has been the unofficial historian for the Federal Highway System for the past 30 years.  Portions of his videotaped interview is on my website.  He gave excellent background information and facts on how the interstate highway system has transformed America.  He was my most valuable source for my history fair project.

Wilcox, Keith.  “Eisenhower Interstate System Sign.”  Almightydad.com.  Keith Wilcox.  15 Jan 2010.  http://www.almightydad.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/Eisenhower_Interstate_System1.jpg.
This sign is becoming more common along the interstate highways.  It was first introduced in 1993 to honor President Eisenhower’s contributions to the building of the interstate highway system.
SECONDARY SOURCES
Lewis, Tom.  Divided Highways:  Building the Interstate Highways, Transforming American Life.  New York, NY:  Penguin Putnam, Inc., 1997.

The author describes in detail the political process in getting the interstate highway approved, and the fall out of the decision as Americans realized the financial, environmental and other costs.
McNichol, Dan.  The Roads that Built America:  The Incredible Story of the U.S. Interstate System.  New York, NY:  Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 2006.

This book gives many facts on how the highway system was built and its costs and benefits.  I used this book to further understand the interstate highway system.

Murphy, John.  The Eisenhower Interstate System.  New York, NY:  Chelsea House, 2009.

The author details the history of highways from colonial days to the adoption of the act in Congress authorizing the construction of the interstate highway system.  He discusses the different impacts that highways have had on Americans’ lives.  I used this book in preparing my text for the website.
“On the Interstate.”  America on the Move.  Exhibit at the Kenneth E. Behring Center, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W., National Mall, Washington, D.C.  22 Dec 2009.

The exhibit showcases the many trials and tribulations of the interstate highway system.  It helps bring to life all the varied aspects of the Interstate.
Salter, Rodney E., Federal Highway Administrator, et al.  Public Roads:  Special Edition 1996.  40th Anniversary of the Interstate System.  Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Department of Transportation, 1996.

This 40th Anniversary edition of Public Roads magazine describes the roles of key players in the vision, development and design of the Interstate Highway System.  It also contains several articles on the history of the system through 1996.
“Welcome to the Eisenhower Interstate Highway Web Site,” U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration.  18 Nov. 2009.  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/homepage.cfm .

This is a website full of rich details on the interstate highway system.  It is easy to read and navigate.  It shows short films on the history of the system.
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